CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
Syllabus – Spring 2012

Professor Rebecca Zietlow						        (419) 530-2872
Room 2002-B 							rebecca.zietlow@utoledo.edu

Required Text:  Curtis, Parker, Douglas, Finkelman and Ross, CONSTITUTIONAL LAW IN CONTEXT, 3rd Ed. (Carolina Academic Press 2011)

Attendance Policy:  The American Bar Association, the College of Law and I require regular and punctual class attendance.  At the beginning of each class meeting I will circulate an attendance sheet for you to sign.  It is your responsibility to ensure that you have signed the sheet.  

Grade:  Your grade will be based on a final exam at the end of the semester.  Class participation is also encouraged, and may be taken into account in the grading process.

I WILL WITHDRAW YOU FROM THIS COURSE IF YOU ACCUMULATE MORE THAN TWO WEEKS (4 CLASSES) OF ABSENCES.

I. Introduction
a. United States Constitution				pp. 6-20
b. What is Constitutional Law?				pp. 21-32
c.  On Reading the Constitution				pp. 32-40

II. Article I and the Powers of Congress
a. Implied Congressional Power				pp. 64-81
b. The Commerce Clause				pp. 97-116, 124-218
c. The Taxing and Spending Power			pp. 225-232
d. The War Power					pp. 232-246

III. Federalism Based Limits on Congressional Power
a. The Tenth Amendment				pp. 249-284

IV. Article III and the Judicial Power
a. Judicial Review					pp. 311-330
b. Judicial Review and the Political Process		pp. 343-349
c. Supreme Court Review of State Court Decisions	pp.330-339
d. Congressional Control over Federal Judicial Review	pp. 357-364
e. Justiciability						pp. 364-405, 415-422, 								430-436

V. Article II and the Presidency
a. The Scope of Executive Power			pp. 439-465
b. President as Commander in Chief			pp. 465-476
c. The Presidency and Separation of Powers		pp. 476-506
VI. Limits on State Power 
a. Preemption						pp. 521-535
b. The Dormant Commerce Clause			pp. 541-549, 573-599

VII. Fourteenth Amendment and Incorporation
a. The Constitution and Individual Rights		pp. 627-629, 637-640,								682-684
b. Incorporation of the Bill of Rights			pp. 690-730
c. Incorporation of the Second Amendment		pp. 753-783

VIII. Substantive Due Process
a. Economic Rights					pp. 799-833
b. Non-Economic Rights					pp.834-844
c. The Right to Privacy					pp. 844-911
d. Sexual Autonomy					pp. 926-937, 944-959
e. The “Right to Die”					pp. 970-982	
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