International Environmental Law

Spring 2012
Professor Barrett

Text:
International Environmental Law & World Order:  A Problem-Oriented Coursebook (latest ed.), Guruswamy, Palmer, Weston & Carlson


Supplement of Basic Documents to International Environmental Law & World Order:  A Problem-Oriented Coursebook (latest ed.), Guruswamy, Palmer, Weston & Carlson 
Syllabus

This course introduces students to issues, problems and legal norms applicable to environmental concerns in the international arena.  The course will begin with an examination of the various sources of international law and the applicability and affect that international legal norms have on domestic law; the assumption being that not everyone in the class has already had a basic public international law course.

Next the course will consider the unique nature of environmental problems in the international context: what types of environmental problems are international in scope?; are international environmental disputes inherently different from other international disputes (e.g. because most international interaction is undertaken voluntarily or deliberately by a country, whereas pollution that flows across the border of one country into another may be an unstoppable and unintended consequence of essentially domestic activities)?  The difficult policy choices and values involved in domestic environmental decision making will be discussed in their more complex and politically sensitive international contexts: what are the ethics and economics of development at the expense of the environment?; should a country develop its resources at the expense of its environment or leave its people impoverished?; can development occur without destroying the environment?; is development permissible if a neighboring country's environment is also destroyed?; How does the level of prosperity of a country affect its environmental attitudes?; What are the attitudes and rights of indigenous peoples inside a country to maintain or develop their resources?; Are current resource uses necessary or should alternative, less environmentally destructive lifestyles be considered or promoted?; do trade agreements always harm the environment?; and can free trade agreements be structured to promote environmental values?

The course will then explore the various norms, treaties and other sources of international law that exist to protect the environment in the context of various problems.  Finally, current proposals and ideas to strengthen the effectiveness of international environmental law will be assessed, and the future of international environmental law will be considered.

Students are expected to be prepared for class and class participation will count for one-third of grades.  If you are unable to prepare for a class, please give me a note prior to commencement of class for that day and you will not be called on.  All reading assignments are listed for the classes in which they will be covered.  In the first part of the class, readings are long but not difficult.  In the second part of the class, readings are short and you will be responsible for only one of the problems each week.  Each student will present an argument on one (or two, depending upon the size of the class) of the problems at some point in the semester.  In preparing your argument, you should prepare a detailed outline of the arguments why the parties involved did/did not violate international law.  In preparing this outline, the text will reference you to sections of the document supplement, which must be consulted.  Roles will be assigned for the negotiation exercise on greenhouse gases late in the semester, and the class time those two weeks will be set aside for negotiations.  Obviously, you must prepare for these negotiations by having the reading done prior to the first class.

The remainder of the grade will be based on a 24-hour take home exam that may be taken at any time during the exam period.  Alternatively, you may write a paper on a topic of concern in international environmental law that is not being covered by the course.  If you choose to write a paper, you must discuss your choice with me before the end of March.
The American Bar Association, the College of Law and I require regular and punctual class attendance.  At the beginning of each class meeting, I will circulate an attendance sheet for you to sign.  It is your responsibility to ensure that you have signed the sheet. I WILL WITHDRAW YOU FROM THIS COURSE IF YOU ACCUMULATE MORE THAN 5 ABSENCES.  Of course, I encourage you not to miss any classes.

NOTE:  IT IS AN HONOR CODE VIOLATION FOR A STUDENT TO MISREPRESENT THE STUDENT'S ATTENDANCE OR THE ATTENDANCE OF ANOTHER STUDENT.

	DATE
	CHAPTER
	ASSIGNMENT

	
	
	

	Part I  Introduction to International Law and International Environmental Problems

	
	
	

	Jan. 9, 11, 18
	Introduction
	1-14

	
	Concept of International Law
	15-98

	
	
	

	Jan. 23, 25, 30, 
	Concept of International Law (continued)
	98-170

	Feb. 1
	Sources of International Law - Treaties
	

	
	
	

	Feb. 6, 8
	Application of International Law
	171-227

	
	Russian Nuclear Subs
	

	
	
	

	Feb. 13, 15, 20
	Approaches to Problems
	228-332

	
	
	

	Feb. 22
	Environmental Wrongs
	333-376

	
	
	

	Part II Problems for Consideration

	
	
	

	
	Air
	

	Feb. 27
	Acid Rain 
	462-497

	
	
	

	Feb. 29
	Ozone Depletion
	498-537

	
	
	

	
	Water
	

	Mar. 12
	Oil Spill 
	614-658

	
	
	

	Mar. 14
	Groundwater
	659-689

	
	
	

	
	Lithosphere & Biosphere
	

	Mar. 19
	Toxic Pollution 
	727-754

	
	
	

	Mar. 21
	Rainforest Destruction
	870-915

	
	
	

	
	Human Behavior
	

	Mar. 26
	Free Trade & the Environment
	916-953

	
	
	

	Mar. 28
	Population Control & Human Rights
	993-1043

	
	
	

	Apr. 2, 4, 9
	Global Warming Negotiation Exercise
	1089-1144

	
	
	

	Apr. 11, 16, 18
	Options for the Future
	1145-1256


