International Comparative Law

Professor Barrett

Spring 2012
Syllabus

This course introduces students to the field of comparative law and to the major legal systems of the world.  By examining the structure and functioning of other legal systems, the student (a) is better prepared to engage in international legal practice (based on a better understanding of not only how the other legal system works but also the training and expectations of foreign counsel); (b) can appreciate the strengths and weaknesses of the U.S. legal system by contrast to other models; and (c) can understand the complexities involved in international trade, treaties and actions when the various actors come from disparate legal traditions.

Text:  
Barton, Gibbs, Li and Merryman, Law in Radically Different Cultures.  Photocopied handout material will be available from my secretary at a $15.00 charge.
Reading assignments are listed by topic, and class will generally cover 30-35 pages of text.  Students are expected to be prepared for class and class participation and attendance will be factored into grades. If you are unable to prepare for a class, please give me a note prior to commencement of class for that day and you will not be called on.  Regular unsolicited intelligent contributions to class discussion will be positively rewarded as well.  Please prepare responses to questions and problem sets in the casebook.

The American Bar Association, the College of Law and I require regular and punctual class attendance.  At the beginning of each class meeting I will circulate an attendance sheet for you to sign.  It is your responsibility to ensure that you have signed the sheet. I WILL WITHDRAW YOU FROM THIS COURSE IF YOU ACCUMULATE MORE THAN TWO AND ONE-HALF WEEKS (5 CLASSES) OF ABSENCES.

NOTE:  IT IS AN HONOR CODE VIOLATION FOR A STUDENT TO MISREPRESENT THE STUDENT'S ATTENDANCE OR THE ATTENDANCE OF ANOTHER STUDENT.


	DATE
	CHAPTER
	ASSIGNMENT

	
	
	

	Jan. 9, 11, 18
	Introduction to Comparative Law 
	Text 1-14

	
	Introduction to Western Law
	Handout A

	
	
	

	Jan. 23
	Introduction to Egyptian Law
	Text 16-39

	
	
	

	Jan. 25, 30
	Introduction to Tswana Law (Botswana)
	Text 40-102

	
	
	

	Feb. 1, 6
	Introduction to Chinese Law
	Text 102-136

	
	
	Handout D

	DATE
	CHAPTER
	ASSIGNMENT

	
	
	

	Feb. 8, 13, 15, 20, 22, 27
	Inheritance, Succession and Descent
	Text 137-353

Handout F

	
	
	

	Feb. 29, 
Mar. 12, 14, 19, 21, 26
	Criminal Law - Embezzlement by Public Officials
	Text 363-576

Handout B

Handout E

	
	
	

	Mar. 28, 
Apr. 2, 4, 9, 11, 16
	Contracts and Private Ordering
	Text 577-611

Handout C

Text 612-737

Handout G

	
	
	

	April 18
	Overflow
	


